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An FBI agent, rotting away in a high-security prison for a murder he did not commit...His brilliant,

psychotic brother, about to perpetrate a horrific crime...A young woman with an extrodinary past, on

th edge of a violent breakdown...An ancient Egyptian tomb with an enigmatic curse, about to be

unveiled at a celebrity-studded New York gala...Memento Mori --This text refers to an out of print or

unavailable edition of this title.
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Preston and Child are so much more than the sum of their individual parts when they collaborate.

This is so evident yet again in Book of the Dead. This novel finishes with a bang what is an informal

trilogy revolving around Aloysius Pendergast and his brother Diogenes. This trilogy is populated with

many of their previous characters and protagonists serving in supporting roles to the brothers, and

is a very satisfying novel and a truly enjoyable read. How do I know this was a trilogy? One of the

best things about this book is a brief two page note from the authors at the very end where they

explain in which order to read their works and why.I have to give one warning though about what is

otherwise a terrific book. I'm not a professional reviewer, as are the writers of the two reviews which

have already appeared here, but I have to say I disagree with them that this can be truly

appreciated as a stand alone novel. If you have not read any of the previous works then do yourself

a tremendous favor and take the recommendation of both the authors and myself: go back and start

with Relic and work your way forward from there. There is so much pleasurable reading you have

missed and there is simply too much going on in this book which, without the knowledge of the



previous stories, you will not fully appreciate. So, with that one warning, on to my verdict.I loved this

book. It was everything I could hope for in a denouement and so much more. I, like so many others,

have been waiting impatiently for a year for the answers and resolutions to the many apparently

insoluble issues and problems created by the authors in their foregoing works.

The board members of the New York Museum of Natural History just don't seem to learn. After

experiencing the terrors of THE RELIC and THE RELIQUARY, one would think they would be

concerned about reopening the Tomb of Senef, particularly since two men have experienced

unexplained neurological damage while working on the project. However, the board is determined to

pursue the project to deflect attention from their attempts to cover up the return of their entire stolen

diamond collection- returned as diamond grit, that is. Diogenes Pendergast has put into motion the

perfectly orchestrated crime. This crime is an attempt to recreate the work of his ancestor,

Comstock Pendergast, and will affect all who enter the Tomb. Nora Kelly, William Smithback, Viola

Maskelene, Margo Green, and Constance Greene are all returning characters from previous

Preston and Child books and they too are part of Diogenes' diabolic plan. Meanwhile, former

Special Agent Aloysius Pendergast is incarcerated at Herkmoor Penitentiary, as part of Diogenes'

twisted plan (see DANCE OF DEATH for details). Herkmoor Penitentiary is considered impossible

to escape but that is before Eli Glinn employs his agency's technical expertise. Pendergast, Vincent

D'Agosta, and Captain Laura Hayward will have to work together yet again to stop Diogenes from

wreaking destruction on their friends and the entire city of New York. Douglas Preston and Lincoln

Child demonstrate once again why they are the masters of this genre. THE BOOK OF THE DEAD is

a cleverly crafted thriller with enough twists and turns to keep the reader turning the pages well into

the night. While the returning characters provide a sense of familiarity, Preston and Child do not

sacrifice the plot by any means.
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